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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 

The RCE filed on March 6, 2007 has been processed. A non-final follows. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 

USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 

obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

1. Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Bove (7,149,713) in view of Jones (7,016,870). 

Bove discloses a method and corresponding system for automatically 
rebalancing a portfolio comprising a list comprising at least one recommended 
rebalancing transactions, each recommended rebalancing transaction comprising asset 
information identifying a specific asset, quantity information identifying a specific 
number of units of the specific asset, and transaction information comprising one of a 
buy instruction and a sell instruction, and automatically implementing the list comprising 
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at least one of recommended rebalancing transactions based on the received 
customer's response to cause execution of each recommended rebalancing transaction 
(col.1, line 55 to col.2, line 40; col. 3, line 15 to col. 5, line 10; and col. 11, line 65 to 
col. 13, line 5); the list comprising at least one of recommended rebalancing transactions 
to the customer via a second customer-defined communications method if the step of 
transmitting via the first communications method was not successfully executed (col.1, 
line 55 to col.2, line 40; col. 3, line 15 to col.5, line 10; and col.1 1, line 65tocol.13, line 
5); the customer's response constitutes performing a single action by the customer 
(col.1, line 55 to col.2, line 40; col.3, line 15 to col.5, line 10; and col.1 1, line 65 to 
col. 13, line 5); the single action comprises one of the following: pressing a button, 
touching a portion of a screen, or speaking a sound (col.1 , line 55 to col.2, line 40; col.3, 
line 15 to col.5, line 10; and col.1 1, line 65 to col. 13, line 5); verifying the identify of the 
customer prior to the implementing step (col.1, line 55 to col.2, line 40; col.3, line 15 to 
col.5, line 10; and col.1 1, line 65 to col. 13, line 5); the verifying step is performed 
automatically by a computer system (col.1 , line 55 to col.2, line 40; col.3, line 15 to 
col.5, line 10; and col.1 1, line 65 to col. 13, line 5); and generating execution instructions 
based on the list comprising at least one of recommended rebalancing transactions; and 
transmitting the execution instructions to an electronic trading system, whereby each 
respective transaction of the list comprising at least one o f recommended rebalancing 
transactions is executed electronically (col.1, line 55 to col.2, line 40; col.3, line 15 to 
col.5, line 10; and col.1 1, line 65 to col. 13, line 5). Bove does not disclose transmitting 
an alert message via the customer's chosen communication method. Jones teaches a 
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method and corresponding system for portfolio rebalancing comprising transmitting an 
alter message via the customer's chosen communication method concerning 
rebalancing of the portfolio (col.27, lines 25-30, 50-55 and col. 28, lines 30-38). It would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to incorporate transmitting alerts to the customer via their chosen communication 
method, as taught by Jones into the invention disclosed by Bove, for the motivation of 
alerting the customer that the chosen automatic rebalancing method is about to be 
executed. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-31 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lalita M. Hamilton whose telephone number is (571) 

272- 6743. The examiner can normally be reached on Tuesday-Thursday (6:30-2:30). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kalinowski Alexander can be reached on (571) 272-6771. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 

273- 8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system; call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 




